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FY ESOLVED, That Dr. Smith de defi 
. eS SX red to prepare and deliver a F UNERAL' 
»  “ Oration in Honor of General M6nTG0-- 
G «wer Y, and of thofe Officers and Soldiers wha 
“ magnanimoufly fought and fell with him. im main= 
* taining the Principles of American Liberty. 
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CHARLES THOMSON, Szc. 


ther wifh'd to trifle 


own, but ufed ever 


~~ wee 


rt in bis power to render 


ee Quotations have been transferred 
@ margin; a few fmall alterations, 
e been made, upon the recommen- 


the O “and with refpe 

upon public affairs whith muft 
charaéters, and are intimately connect 

2 is fo far from wifhing them retrench'd, 


careful review, be is willing to ref, upon 


on of a 


aes 


" My 
—*, r. Dg 


A N 
Fathers, Brethren and Countrymen ! 


~~ A_N occafion truly folemn has affembled tis 
this day ; and, that your attention may be 
A alike folemn and ferious, hear, in the firft place, 
= the voice of eternal Truth—< It is better togo 
_ *€ to the Houfe of Mourning than to the Houfe = 
| * of Feafting ;” for—‘* None of us /veth to 
© himfelf, and no man deh to himifelf”— 


Bur there ate fome men, illuminated witha y 
purer ray of divinity—Patriots of the. firft_ mag- ‘ 
nitude—who, in a peculiar fenfe, may be faid to ( 
live and die, not to themfelves, but to others ; 


and confequently to him who is the author of all 

‘goodnefs. Endow’d with that fuperior excellence 

which does honour to our whole {pecies, the wr- | 
tuous of every nation claim kindred with them ; si 
and the peneral interefts of humanity are con- ¢ 
cern’d in their character. —- Pe ae 


Iw veneration of fuch men, to exchange the ac= 
‘cuftomed walks of pleafure for the Howfe of 
urning ; to bedew its facred recefles with tears gee 
fatitude to their memory ; to ftrive, if pofli- 
Ke A Mowat ble 


“ 


OF ae — Ce OO eigen aaeise exits 
ble,. to-catch fome portion of their etherea/ Spi- 
rit, @ it mounts from, this» earth!y fphere, iato 
perfect union with~ congenial Spirits, abave—is a. 
Jaudab lecuftom, easeal with fociety, and fanéti-* 2 
fied to us by, the example of ‘the wilett nations: 


Ir wasthe manner of the “Egyptians, the fa- 


. thers of arts. and fcignee;. not only. to ‘celébrate 


the names, but toembalm the bodies, of their © 
“deceased heroes, that they might. be. long preferv’¢ ds 
in public view, as. examples | of virtue ;: and, ef 
althoagh . sé dead, yet pains. eS Biel r 
Bur this ineue was not reallly to be eee ids 

nor was it beftow’d indiferiminately~ upon, Sie 
Vurcar Great, It was decreed only by the 
public voice—a venerable aflembly-of Judges, 
before, whoin the body sof “the deceafed was. 


brought for trial, and folemnly acquitted:or.con+ :: : 


cemned upon't ‘the ‘evidenge of the Beene. = 


Even Ki ings tieiafelves, haveseee eo fpa- 
red when’alive, forthe fake of -public-tranquility, : 
had fill this madre than ‘fiery Ordeal before ‘ their 
eyes; ad, by the example of fome_ of their num- 
ber, who h: ad Dee refuled fepulture in.thofe ve- 
ry tombs which their pride had prepared to their 

own memory * wete taught both to venérate and 
ie dread. a’ ‘Jav 7,. which extended: its” ames 
bey ond: the ufual times offoblivion. 


Tur eRe AL of this inftitution was 2s truly fab- 


lime—Cconftantly ———s a most abortus 
leffon 


en oe > 


leffon—« That whatever diftinGions cur wants 
hs Ree may render neceflary, in this bert and 


period of our being; they: jars vail can- 
vaiee by ce hand of Death’; andy. through the 
-endlefs untried. riods which fucceed, -Mittue..and 


. cbeneficence ‘will make’ the true’ diftinGions, and 
be the’ “only sonal a af. sae {sand re- 


nown a 


Ip from itd Hever ukd we poke. to the 
‘Gruers: ‘particularly the: enlighten’d Atheniaits, 


"we fhall find that they hadan exprefs law, ap- 


pointing Orations and public. Funerals, ia honor 


of thofe who glorioufly acrificed: their lives to 


their country. And; this foleram ofice was pet- 


. formed before the greats afiemblics of tae .peopia; 


fometimes for one, and fone imes for bangs of 


: shies oes stopstiaety 


eer aries has ees ee 2 eelenrited Ora- 


tion of this lait kind, deiivered: by Pericles. The 


Hlutri ious {peaker, ated amoft ccaenie deferi p- 


SS 
te ‘ 


tion ofthe Aigor Patrie—the love of our ‘count: ry 
iy he exalts above all eas virtues, teins 
Season AS Pa, “ “e 


inet Fave beltowed —e Sor to the oubtie, 


# every one of them,, fays he, hath. Feceived a. 


«« praife that will never: decay—a fepulchre that 
«wilt always be moft iluftrious—not that ‘ia 


« which their bones lie mouldering, but that i in 


which their fame is preferyed... ‘This whole 
Ris: — is the ns of illnBrions citizens” — 


oA A i grid 


+3 


‘alge’ 


ee 


their infcription is written upon the hearts of all 
good men. 


** As for you the furvivors—from this very 
** moment, emulating their virtues, place your 
«* fole happinefs in liberty—and be prepared to 
*< follow its call through every danger.” Then, 
addrefling himfelf, with exquifite tendernefs, to 
the reli¢ts and children of the deceafed, he fug- 
gets to them that the common wealth was their 


-hufband, their father and brother— 


** From this day forward to the age of matu- 
«< rity, fhallthe orphans beeducated at the public 
“« expence of the ftate, For this benevolent meed 
*« have the laws appointed to all future relics of 
«* thofe who may fall in the publiccontefts.—” 


Nor were the Romans lefs careful in this 
matter. Confidering men in general as brave, 
more by art than nature; and that honor is a 
more powerful incentive than fear; they made 
frugality, temperance, patience of labor, manly 
exercife, and love of their country, the main prin- 
ciples of education. Cowardice and neglect of 


_ duty in the field, were feldom punifhed with 
~ death or corporal infli€tions; but by what was 


accounted worfe, a life decreed to ignominous 
expulfion and degradation from Roman privile- 


ges. 


Ow the contrary, deeds of public virtue were 
sewarded, according to their magnitude, with 
: ftatues, 


. ae 


[5] 
ftatues, triumphs of various kinds, peculiar badg= 


es of drefs at public folemnities, and * fongs of 
praife to the /ving as well as the dead. 


Next to the hymns compofed in honor of the 
Gods, Poetry derived its origin from the fongs of 
triumph to heroes, + who tamed the rude man- 
ners of mankind, { founded cities; repelled the 
incurfions of enemies, and gave peace to their 
country. And this cuftom began when Rome 
contained onlya few fhepherds, gathering ftrength 
by an alluvies of the outcafts of neighbouring 
nations, 


Tuose firft efforts of poetic eulogy, whether in 
eee or verfe (like thofe of a fimilar origin, which 

ature, always the fame, teaches our favage 
neighbours) although often fublime in fubftance, 
were yet fo rude in ftructure, that §Livy forbears 
quoting them, as having become intolerable to 
the more refined taite of their pofterity; how- 
eyer fuitable they might have been to the era of 


their production. 


- 


& 


WHAT a multitude of compofitions of this - 
kind muft have exifted. between the barbarous 
fongs 

* They are called « Carmina,” as wrought up in the high pestic 


ftyle; but were not, therefore, always in verfe or ineafure. 
+ Solitifunt, in epulis, canere convivas ad tibicinem, de clarorum 


hominum virtute. Cie. 
_ } Qui terras hominumque colunt genus, afpera bella 
~ Componant, agros aflignant, oppida condunt. Hors > 


bus iageniis, nunc abhorrens & inconditum fi referatur. 


§ Carmen canentes ibant, illa tempeftate forfitas laudabile radie- 


as 


~ 
x 
oo 


{6 1 


_ fongs of the military upon the triumph of * Cof- 
_ fins, and the celebrated panépyric of ‘Pliny upon 


HNN, 


Trajan | They are faid to have been {welled into 
two thoufand véluihes, éveh in the time of Au+ 


}> Zaftus.. In short, the praife of pubkic.virtue was 
‘wrought into the whole.texture‘of Roman polity; 


” 


higheft finith, 


He divides his Hades, or placé of Guosts, into 
different regions ; and to the gulph of deepeft per- 


“and Virgil, talling Religion to his aid, gave it the 


_ dition > configns thofe moniters of iniquity who 
_ delighted'in the deftruGtion of mankind, betrayed 


their country, or violated its religion and laws. 


‘There he excruciates them, in company with 


a“ § Gorgons and Hydras and Chimeras dire---” 
‘Vultures prey upon their vitals, or they are whirl- 


3 ed:eternally round with Jxion upon his wheel, or 


‘bound down with Yanzalus ||, whofe burning lip 
| tex on ~~ “hangs 
* Longé maximum triumphi {peftaculum fait Cofius——in eum 
-milites carmina incondita, equantes eum Romulo, canere. 
: ye yj < Ba: 


+ “ Full twice as deep the dungeonof the Fiends, 
* Thehuge Tartarean gloomy gu!ph defcends: 
« Below thefe regions, as thefe regions lie, 
‘« From the bright realms of yon «ethereal fky.” 
{ “ This wretch his country to-a tyrant fold, 
« And barter’d gloricus Liberty for gold: 
‘* Laws for a bribe he pafs’d—but pafs’d in vain; 
. _ For thefe fame laws a bribe repeal'’d again.” 
§ Milton here borrows his monfters from Virgil 
pL a “* fammifgue armata Chimera ; 
“ Gorgones, Harpitque.”—@e. 
See Virgil, B. VI, from line 288, to line 6273. or Pitt’s excellent 
Tranflation. 
_. || Tantahus a labris, fitiens, fegientiacaptat 
Flumisgz.——— 3 


Hors: 


jag ee 
hangs quivering: ver the.¢lufive waters it cannot ‘~~ 


: Pina the fury Tifyphone, her hair etitwin’d 
_with'ferpents, her garments fed with human 
Tae “urges on their tortures: with unrelenting ~ 
hand !" Sie 8 sy >. See oo 


. 
PTT AM 


| © Tue Poet having thus exhaufted imaginatiott 

| as wellas mythology, in the defcriptionof punifh-" 

} ments for the differs ofamankind and foes to’ © 

_ their country, raifes his con¢lufion to a height of =! 

horror beyond the reach of expréflion— 2 c = 
my : : ra “og ES ae CT Sy 


_ & Had Tahundred mouths, a hundred tongues, » 
A voice of -brafs, and adamantine lungs; 
' “Not half the mighty fcene could Idifclofe; 
** Repeat their crimes orcounttheir dreadful woes.* 


Nor has Virgil firayed ‘any farther through the | 

fields of fancy or,fable in this place, than to bor- 

| rowftrength of colouring for the garb: of truth ; 
and, I fufpett, that-he drank from a purer: foun= 

| tain than‘that of “~Heticon, «when he peopled 

| —his:Zartarus.with the ancient fcourges of the hu- ©. 

man race. , An authority facred among chriftians 

has indeed given us a moft awful confirmation of - 

his.doctrine. , at Spee See 


A Propuer and Port indeed, wheld infpicas 


es 


tion was truly from Heaven, the incomparably £ 3 
p25", BPiyn fublime pee 
Saree , = e569 

_* Milton shag taken the fame method 6f raifing his defcription-by 2: oe 

Yeaving fomething to be conceived beyond the power of words to - bare 


_ exprels—— 
« Abominable, unutterable, and worfe 
“ Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear canceiy’d.— 


E38 ¥ 
fublime Isaran, foretelling the fall of Babylon, 


has an Op: of triumph, wherein he exults over its 
haughty Monarch in ftrains of wonderful irony 


and reproach. He reprobates him as a deftroyer 


of mankind ; who had‘ made the world a wil- 
derneis.” He reprefents the whole earth as de- 
livered from a curfe by his fall! The trees of the 
foreft rejoice, becaufe he is laidlow! The ver 
ge tefufes a covering to his execrable corfe ! 
e is confign’d to the depths of mifery; while 


_ | the infernal manfions themfelves are moved at his 
approach, and the ghofts of departed tyrants rife 


OB in horrid array and mockery of triumph, to 
bi him welcome to his final abode ! ; 


o THe aftonifhing grandeur and fpirit of this © 
paflage, and indeed of the whole Ode, are unri- 
valled by any * Poet of Greek or Roman name. 


_ * How hath the oppreffor ceafed! The Lord 
«« hath broken the ftaff of the wicked! He that 


-*€ {mote the people in wrath—that ruled the na- 


** tions in anger—is perfecuted and none hinder= 
«© eth! The whole earth is at reft—they break 
*« forth into finging ; yea the Fir-trees rejoice at 
*« thee, and the Cedars of Lebanon, faying, fince 
** thou art laid down no feller is come up 
“ againft us. . 


cc Heit 


* Alceushimfelf (faith Bifhop Newton) fo highly renowned for his 
hatred of tyranny, and whofe odes are alike animated by the fpirit of 
Liberty and Poetry, has nothing that can be compared with the. 
Prophet in this place. ~ 


=. 


a 


chriftian’s heaven, be our proper theme on thi 


“© confider.” 


ee 


» “ Hex from beneath is moved for thee, to 


_ § meet thee at thy coming. It ftirreth up the 


** dead for thee—even the chiefs of the nations! 
** They fay unto thee, art thou alfo become ee 
** weak as we? Thy pomp is brought down to - 
** the grave—How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, = 
** that didft weaken the nations? All kings, : 
‘* [meaning juft and merciful kings] even all 
“* of them lie in glory, every onein his own 
* houfe (or fepulchre) ; but thou art caft out of 
** thy grave like an abominable branch” © c. * 


Bur although the reward of heroes, in the | 
folemn day; yet the pafling view which 
have taken of the perdition decreed to the tr 
tors of their country, in the poc?’s hell, con- 


firmed alfo by the voice of f{cripture, is not fo= 3 : 
reign to our main purpofe, a’ 2 
_ I Know your bofoms glow with fo ftrong an ss 
averfion to all the foes of liberty in this life, ie 


that you will furely avoid every thought and 
action, which might doom you to their com=— 
¢ 4 Te pany 4 


The excellent Prelate aboye quoted, hath a further remark 
on this paflage, which it would be unpardonable to omit. 2 

** What a pleafure mult it afford all readers of an exalted 
** tafte and generous fentiments, all true Jovers of liberty, to hear — 
“« the prophets thus exulting over tyrants and oppreflors? The 
** {criptures, altho’ often perverted to the purpofes of tyranny, 
** are yet in their own nature, calculated to promote the ci 
“ and religious liberties of mankind. True religion, virtue a 
‘* liberty, are more intimately connected than men commonl 


* Tfaiah xiv, 


[ 16 ] 


pany in the life to come ; and therefore, bidding 
. adieu—and may it be an eternal adieuto thofe 
Z dreary regions and their miferable inhabitants, 
“3 let us now exalt our joyous view to thofe cele- 
. {tial manfions, where the benefactors of man- 
ee kind reap immortal triumphs ! 


ae 


*¢ Lo! the bleft train advance along the meads, 
«© And {nowy wreaths adorn their glorious heads— 
«© Patriots who perifh’d for their country’s right, 
** Or nobly triumph’d in the field of fight 
*« Worthies, who life by ufeful arts renn’d; 
‘© With thofe who leave a deathlefs name behind, ¢ 
__ ** Friends of the world, and patrons of mankind. 
~ ** Some on the verdant plains are ftretch’d along, 
weet to the ear, their tuneful Pans rung— 


- 


_ Bur here, ye Pagan poets, and thou prince 
of their quire, we leave you far behind ; for your 
limeft flights are now infinitely fhort of the 
theme! Your gloomy Theology gave you to- 
lerable aid in forming a hell, but the utmoft 
efforts of natural genius could not make a 
heaven worthy of a rational and immortal foul! 
The glory of giving fome animating defcripti- 
on of that blifs ‘* which eye hath not feen, nor 
** ear before heard, nor could the unenlight- 

‘© ened heart of man otherwife conceive,” was 
left for a more divine teacher, From HIM 
-_we learn, that a heart pure and detached from 
~~ fordid pleafures, a foul panting after perfecti- 

' on, ftriving to imitate the goodnefs of heaven, 
’ anticipating its approving fentence, and de- 
voted to the fervice of mankind, fhall at oe 
“= 3 rife 


EI ip tl Pn SO 
Vee or 


oa 3 
rife and mix in eternal fellowfhip with the ~ 
beatified Family of + God! | 


~ Havinc now, my refpected countrymen— 
and I hope I do not weary you—laid a wide 
foundation upon the practice of the wifeft na- 
tions—in fupport of the prefent folemnity ; I 
fhall add but little more concerning the public 
utility of the thing itfelf, 


. CIRCUMSTANCED as we now are, and per- 
haps fhall long be, in building up a fabric for _ 
future ages, it would be a wife inftitution, if 
in: imitation of the Genoele feaf of union, 
fhould make at leaft an annual paufe, fi 
review of paft incidents, and of the chara 
of thofe who have borne an illuftrious fha 
in them; thereby animating our virtue, an 
$Ri7 unit 


_ > A poet zow, as. may appear from the following lin 

Thomfon, can give us defcriptions of e/yfan blifi, far fuperi 

thofe of Virgil; «* whofe ideas on this fubject (as Mr. Srewe} 

* obferves) altho’ preferable to thofe of Homer and all the other 

* ancient poets, are ftill fo very low, that they feem little more 

«« than borrowed from holiday-fports on the banks of Tiber” — 
«© In-thofe bright regions of celeftial day, 

Far other feenes, far other pleafures reign— 

» © All beauty here below, to'them compar’d,; 

« Would like a rofe before the mid-day fun, 

«¢ Shrink up its bloffom—like a bubble, break ~~ a 
«* The pafling poor magnificence of kings— La 
«< For there the KING OF NATURE, in full blaze ~ 
«© Calls every {plendor forth ; and there his court, 
«* Amid zthereal powers and virtues, holds— 

-. «& Angels, archangels, tutelary gods, 

(9s Of cities, nations, empires, and of worlds—  ~ 

., *€ But facred be the veil that kindly clouds 

~--"«¢ A light tog keen for mortals———— 


os 


© 


x | [; ey 
uniting ourfelves more clofely in the bonds of 
mutual friendthip. . a 


THE world, in general, is more willing to 
: imitate, than to be taught; and examples of 
eminent» characters have a f{tronger influence 
j _ than written precepts. Men’s aétions area 
more faithful mirror of their lives than: their 
words. The former feldom deceive; but the 
latter often. The deeds of old contraét a venera- 
ble authority over us, when fandified by the 
voice of applauding ages ; and, even in our'‘own 
y, our hearts take an immediate part with 
fe who have nobly triumphed, or greatly 

fedan ote behalf..." se ater Dl 


Bur the more ufeful the difplay of fuch 
sharacters may be to the world, the more dif= 
It is the work. And I am not to learn, that 
of all kinds of writing, panegyric requires the 
moft delicate hand. ‘Men feldom ‘endure the 
praife of any actions, but thofe which their felf- 
‘love reprefents as poflible to themfelves... What- 
‘ever is held up as an example, if placed beyond 
the reach of humanity duly exalted by public 
 f{pirit, will excite no emulation ; and whatever 
_ is placed within the vulgar walks of life, will 
m atiract ‘no attentiog. 24s ae 


_ THEREis.a further difficulty, «peculiar to 
certain times ; particularly thofe of civil dif- 
_ fenfion, when the tempers of men are worked 
_ into ferment.; Whence it happens, that they 

ey i sieols at po aes 5 


- 


by another, the moft laudable efforts of fel 


merit, he will not fathion him(elf to times and 


~ WiaTEVER ‘events, difaftrous or happy, 


Pong '] 

who have been the fubjects of obloquy in one 
age, have become the theme of praife in an- 
other, Such was Hampden—in the days of 
pailive obedience, branded as a feditious dif- 


‘turber of his country’s peace; and, at the 


bleffed zra of the revolution, exalted into the 
firft rank of patriots. Such was Sidney—con- 
demned to.a {caffold'in the former period ; and, 
in ‘the latter, immortalized by the delegated. 
voice of the nation ! 


Waar judgment pofterity will form of the 
prefent mighty conteft, in which thefe United — 
Colonies are engaged, I am at no lofs to de- 
termine in ‘my own heart. But, while the 
fame actions are, by one part of a great empire 
pronounced the moft criminal refiftance, and 


prefervation ; no public chara@ter can be drawn 
alike acceptable to all, Neverthelefs, as the 
faitlifal Ai/forian is the belt panegyrift of t 


feafons, bit’ exalt himfelf above them; and, 
confcious of his dignity, as refponfible to fac-_ 
ceeding ages, will take eternal truth as his — 
fapport, which can: alone bear the impartial — 
teft of future examination.. He knows that the — 
divine colors of virtue, altho’ they may givea 
temporary glare, will not blend or mellow into ~ 


ae 


{ 


a ground-work of vice, 


may li¢ before us ; yet fome degree of applaufe 
: even 


| aa 7 


even from an enemy, is certainly due to thofe 
illuftrious men, who, led by confcience and a 
clear perfuafion of duty, facrifice their eaie, 
their lives and fortunes to the public; and 
from their friends and country they are paindoe 
toa deathlefs renown. 


PERISH 1 that narrow pride, which will fuffer 
men to acknowledge no virtue, but among 
their own party. In this: direful conteft, the 
chief concern of a liberal mind, will be, that 
_ fo much perfonal virtue as may be found on 

both fides, inftead of being united in fome 
‘national point for the common good, 
uuld be dreadfully employed to the purpofe 
mutual deftruction. And a'mancan as foon 
et himfelf of his humanity, as refufe the 


- Wuew once it becomes criminal to plead 

the caufe of a fuffering people; when. their 
‘virtues can no longer be fafely recorded-—then 
_ tyranny has put the laft hand to her barbarous 
work, All the valuable purpofes of fociety are 
A _ fruftrated ; and whatever other human fate re- 
- mains will be wholly indifferent to the wife and 
as 


‘Tuer are alfo many whofe minds are fo 
Fitle, that they can conceive nothing great, 
r which does not court the eye in all the trap- 
al of drefi, titles, and external age” 

= n 


E. [ 15 ] | | 
_ An Amerivan-Patriot ! a Blanket-Hero ! a Genez i 
ral from the plough! all thefe are terms of ri- ja 
dicule and reproach among many. Yet fuch if 
was CINCINNATUS, in the beft days of Roman 7 
virtue ; and a Britifh poet, already quoted, 5 
hath boldly taught his countrymen this gable ‘* 
= 


« Some, with whom compar’d, your infect-tribes 
» « Are but the beings of a fummer’s day, 

-* Have held the fcale of empire, rul’d the ftorm 

“ Of mighty war; then, with unweary’d hand, 

«* Difdaining little delicacies, feiz’d 

“ Sg PLOUGH, and greatly independent liv’d. Tomson, 


T HE fame noble leffon is alfo taught, by the | 
well known ftory of the two Spanifh grandees, ) 
who were fent ambafladors to the Hague iS 
Notwithftanding all the pride of their nation, ) 
they did not defpife the Dutch deputies when 
they met them in a plain habit, and faw them if 


ona journey fit down upon the grafs, to a frugal 
repaft of bread and cheefe, out of their knap= 
facks, On the contrary, they cried out, ‘* We 
*¢ fhall never be able to conquer thefe people ; . 
i we mutt even make peace with them.” 


SHouLD ambafladors honor us with a vifit, 4 
upon a like occafion ; let us be prepared to — 


meet them in the fame majeftic fimplicity of } 
drefs and manners. Let us convince them that oat 
public virtue is confined to no clafs of men; Be 
and that altho’ it fometimes bafks in the fun= } * 


fhine of courts, it frequently lies hid in the © 
fhades of obfcurity, like the latent fire in flint, — 
till 


ee = ) 


[364 
till called forth by the collifive hand of oppref= 
fion. Ld 


ApVERSITY is the feafon which fhews the 
{pirit of a man in its full vigor ; and'times of 
civil calamity never fail to ftrike forth Lights, 
fometimes fingle, and fometimes whole con- 
ftellations, mingling their kindred rays to warm 
and to illuminate the genius of their country. 


A THE facred flame thus enkindled, is not fed 
__ by the fuel of faction or party ; but by pure 

= volence and love of the public. It therefore, 
fes above the felfifh principles, refines 
1 brightens as it rifes, and expands itfelf 
ato heavenly dimenfions, Being inextinguifh- 
ble in its own nature, the blood of thoufands 
son the fcaffold or in the field, is but as oil 
poured into a conflagration, encreafing its ve- 
Y hemence, till it confumes all before it; burn- 

“ing ftill clearer and ftronger, unto the full day 
of peace and civil happine/s. 


Lagtntotaad 


_ THosE who enjoy a true portion of this di- 
“vine flame, duly called forth into exercife, 
- ftand in no need of further titles or diftinétions, 
either by birth or grant. For what can the 
' world prefent greater to the fight of mortals, 
or even immortals, than a man who knows 
~ and courts the bleffings of peace, who wifhes 
‘to breathe out his laft in its arms; and, 
keeping it ftill as his objet, is neverthelefs 
_ roufed by the firft pang of his fuffering coun- 

= ees a 


an BEES hy MHL er 


pas 

‘ty; gives his whole illuftrious fpirit to her 
rélief 3 rifes above ‘all human allurements ; 
fever remits! his’ zeal; fears nothing ; * re- 
gards nothing—but the fentiments which virtue 
- and magnanimity infpire? What higher quali- 
__ tiescan be required to entitle a’man to the ve- 
- heration and eulogies of his country ? And thefe 
too will be his moft durable monument. 


; Tue magnificent ftructutes raifed by the grati-- 
tude of mankind to their benefactors of old, had 
but a local and temporary ufe. They were be- 


held only’by one-people, and fora few ages— 


«¢ The Heav’n afpiring pyramid, the proud 
«* Triumphal arch, and all that e’er upheld 
« The worthipp’d name of hear antiquity ~ 
« Are mouldering into duft— 


. In vain does the way-faring man inveftigate the: 


tottering ruins for the: divinity once enfhrined_ 
there!. A {canty refceptacle, » about fix feet in 


length and half the breadth, informs him that it | 


ence: contained: fome human, duit, long -fince. 


mingled with the common mafs. in vain does. 
the prying antiquary dwell upon the fculpture, or 
ftrive to collect and fpell the {cattered fragments. 
efletters. . The infcription is one—long fince, 
gone, effaced, obliterated! And fruitleis were 

c : : hs thea 


* Nihil extimefcere ; omnia humana defpicere; nihil quod — 


homini accidere poffit intolerandum putare. Cic. 
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the fearch, through the whole world, for the 
Hero’s name, if it were not recorded in the Ora- 
tor’s page, and proclaimed by the faithful voice 
of biftory. . 


Tuer it hall. live, while the fmalleft vettiges 
of literature remain upon earth—yea, till the final 
diffolution of things Sa 3 hor fhall it perifh 
then ; but, being the immediate care of Heaven, 


. the great Archangel, when he fweeps funs and fy- 


ftems from their place, and kindles up their laft 
fires, ftretching forth his mighty arm, hall 


_ pluck the deathlefs feroll from the devouring 
_ conflagration, and giveit aplace among the ar- 
_ chives of eternity ! a . . 


e 


Bur whither am I borne? . to what heights 


have I afcended ? Ilook down with aftonifhment 
and tremble at my fituation! Oh! Let your 
friendly arms be extended to fave me as I fall. 
For in the idea I have of my fubje@t, Ihave un- 
dertaken to guide the chariot of the fun; and 
show thall I fteer through the exalted tra&tthat lies 
before me? Confidering myfelfas honored with 
this day’s office by the delegated voice of fome 
millions of people through a vaft continent, up- 
on an oceafion, wherein their gratitude, their 
dignity, their love of liberty, nay even their re- 
putation in literature—are all in fome degree con- 
-eerned ; what language fhall I ufe, or how thall I 
accommodate myfelf to every circumftance, in 


the arduous work? 


Tretia 


[19 ] 
Trutu alone mutt guide the hand that: deli- 
 meates a character. Should I affect to foar aloft 
and dip my pencil in the colours of the fky, I 
fhould but endanger my own wings, melt their 
wax, and be precipitated headlong. Noris the 
‘danger lefs in the other extreme, 


Ou! then, for fome better Phoebus, fome pre= 
_ fiding Genius, to guide methrough my remaining 
way ; to point out the middle path, and teach me 
to unite dignity with eafe, ftrength with perfpe- 
cuity ; and truth with the unaffected graces of 


elocution. Or rather, you hall be my Phebus, — 


my infpiring as well as prefiding Genius, ye de- 


legated fathers of yourcountry! So far will I_ 


ftrive to imitate * him, who always animated 
himfelf with his fubjeét, by thus accofting him- 
{elf before he went forth to {fpeak—- 


a“ Rememser, thou art this day going to ad- 
drefs men born in the arms of liberty; Grecti- 


ANs, ATHENIANS!’—-Let no thought enter _ 


thy heart—let no word fall from thy tongue— 
unworthy of fuch an audience ! 


As to that hero, whofe memory you celebrate a: 


asa Proto-Martyr + to your rights—for through 
whateyer fields I have ftrayed, he has never efca- 
ped my view—as to him I fay, if any thing hu- 
: Ca es man 

* Pericles. 


t The author did not intend to appropriate this term fo.asto de- 
tract from the merit of Dr. Warren, and other brave men who fell be« 
fore in the fame cayfe, 
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man could now reach his:ear, nothing but the 
great concerns of virtue, liberty, truth and juftice 
would be tolerable to him; for to thefe was his 
life devoted from his early years. a. 


He had received a liberal education in Ireland 
his native country, before he went into the ar- 
my ; and was indeed endued with talents which 
would have led him toeminence in any profeftion. 
His own he ftudied with a felicity which - foon 


_ diftinguifhed his military abilities ;\ but war and 


conqueft having no other charms to him: than as 


. the neceflary means of peace and happinefs to 
_ mankind ; he ftill found Icifure, in the midft ‘of 
_ camps, ‘to cultivate an excellent tafte for philofo~ 


phy and polite literature...'To thefe he added a 
careful ftudy of-the arts! of government, © and the 
rights of mankind ; looking forward to that time, 
when he might defcend into the fill /cenes of pri- 
vate lifes and give a fall fdw to the native ‘ind 


.acquited virtues ofa heart tich in) moral excel- 
:- lence, ge ee ¢ 


t 
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ABovE civhteen years ago he had attained the 


» tank of Captain in the 17th regiment, under Ge- 
~ neral Monckton, and‘ftood. full in ‘the way of 


higher preferment ; having’borne a fhare in “all 
the labors of our: American wars, and the teduc-. 
tion of Canada. Ill+fated region | ~fhort-fighted 
mortals ! Little did he fofefee the fcenes which 
that land had ftill in referye for him! Little did 
thofe generous “Americans, who then ftood by 

> Btw oe ve his 
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_ his fide, ‘think that they were aflifting to fubdue 
- acountry, which would one day be held up over 
us, a8 agreater fcourge in the hands of friends, 
han ever it was in the hands of enemies ! 
eee race Sgearirtt o 
__. Hap fucha thought then entered our hearts, 
_ ‘we fhould have ftarted with indignation from the 
deed of horror, Our heroifm would have ap- 
peared madnefs and parricide! The lifted fteel 
would have dropped from the’ warfior’s arm ! 
The axe and the hoe from the laborer’s grafp ! 
America would have weeped through all her fo- 
 refts;'and her well-cdltivated fields’ refufed — 
to yield farther fuftenance to her infatuated 
fons ! 1 d 


he 5) EP: on 2 
_ Bur faridifferent were our thoughts at that 
el We confidered ourfelves as co-operating’ 
with our brethren for the glory of the empire ; to 
enable them to fecure our common peace 
and, liberty’; to humanize, adorn, and dig- 
nify, with Britith privileges, a vaft Continent; 
to become ftrong in our fren gtk happy in our 
happinefs; sand to derive that from our aifeCion, 
which no force can extort from a free people ; 
and which the muiferable and oppreffed cannot 


give ! 
bis aie thefe, too, were the fentiments of our la- 
~ mented Hero; for he had formed an early attach- 
“ment, amounting even to an enthufiattic love, for 
| this country ! The woodland and the plain ; the 
Sa ae face 


| | ee } 
face of Nature, grand, ‘venerable, and yet rejoicin 
in her prime; our mighty rivers, defcending in vale 
cataracts thro’ wildand fhaggy mountains, or gliding 


' in filent majefty thro’ fertile vales; their numerous 


branches and tributary fprings ; our romantic fcenes 
of rural quiet ; our fimplicity of manners, yet un- 
corrupted by luxury or flagrant vice ; saeliore of 
knowlege. and ardor for liberty---all’ thefe ferv’d 
to convey the idea of primeval felicity to a heart 
which he had or to beat unifon with the har- 
mony of Heaven 


_. He therefore chofe America, as the field of his 
~ future ufefulnefs; and as foon as the bleffings of 


‘peace were reftored to his country, and duty to 
his Sovereign would permit, he took his leave of 
the army, and having foon connected himfelf, by 
marriage, with an ancient and honorable family, , 
in the province of New-York, he chofe a delight- 
ful retirement upon the banks of Hudfon’s river, 
at a diftance from the noife of the bufy world! 
Having a heart diftended with benevolence, . and 


_ panting to do good, he foon acquired, without 


courting it from his neighbours, that authority, 
which an opinion of fuperior talents and inflexi- 
ble integrity, never fail to create. 


In this moft eligible of all fituations, the life of 


-acountry gentleman, deriving its moft exquifite 


relith from reflection upon paft dangers and paft 
fervices, he gave full {cope to his philofophic 
fpirit, and tafte for rural elegance. Se] f-fatisfied 
: | oa 
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and raifed above vulgar ambition, he devoted. hig 
time to fweet domeftic intercourfe with the amia« 


Be ble partner of his heart, friendly converfe with 


men of worth, the ftudy of ufeful books, and the 


_ improvement of his favour'd villa. Nor from 


that happy fpot did he with to ftray, until he 
thould receive his laft fummons to happinefs more 
than terreftrial. 


But when the hand of power was ftretch’d 
forth againft the land of his refidence, he hada 
heart too noble not to fympathize in its diftrefs. 
From that fatal day---and Oh! that it had never 
found a place in the volumes of 'Time---from 
that fata day, in which the firft American blood 
was {pilt by the hoftile hands of Britith brethren, 
and the better Genius of the empire, veiling her 
face in anguifh, turn’d abhorrent from the sTRIFE 
or DEATH AMONG HER CHILDREN---I fay, 
from that fatal day, he chofe his part. 


A.Tuoucu his liberal {pirit placed him above 
local prejudices, and he confidered himfelf as a 
member of the empire at large ; yet America, 
ftruggling in the caufe of Liberty, henceforth be- 


‘came his peculiar country ;---and that country 


took full poffeffion of his foul ; lifting him above 
this earthly drofs, and every private affection ! 
Worth like his could be no longer hid in the 
thades of ob{curity ; nor permit him to be placed 
in that inferior ftation with which a mind, great 
in humility and felf denial, would have been con- 


: tented. It was wilely confidered that he who had 
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fo well learned to obey, was fitteft to commands 
and therefore, being well aflured of his own heart, 
he refigned him{felf to the public voice, mor hefi- 
tated a moment longer to accept the important 
commiffion freely offered to him, and, with the 
firmnefs of another Regulus, to bid farewell to his 
peaceful retirement, and domeftic endearments. 


Here followed a fcene of undiffembled ten- 
dernefs and diftrefs, which all who hear me may, 
in fomeé degree, conceive ; but all cannot truly 
feel. You only whoare hufbands—whole hearts 

‘have been intimately blended with the partners 
of your blifs, and have ‘known the pangs of fe- 
paration, when launching into dangers, uncertain 
of your fate—You only would I now more direct- 
ly addrefs. ° Give'a moment’s paufe for reflecti- 
on! Recall your own former feelings, your inward 
fttuggles;-your virtuous tears! Here bid them 
again freely flow, while you liften to our hero's. 
parting words— 


- Ye fcenes where home-felt pleafures dwell, 
_ And thou, my dearer elf, farewell ! 
«‘Perhaps the Cyprefs, only tree 
- © Ofvall thefe groves, fhall follow me— * 
But ftill) to Triumph or a Tomb, 
' Where Virtue calls, 1. come, I come ! 


« IT COME, 


[The foregoing lines were fet and performed to 
mufic, which gave an opportunity of 2 paufe, in de-. 
livering the Oration. | 6 

* Hor. B. 2. Ode 14. 1. 22 24. 
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4 ‘COME, come!’ Nor were’ thefe» the 
Ed A, wotde ofp SS nor weighs 


_ ed with he -nalenbie ihe oF “same 
and ready tofupport them at eve ib!) He 
a ‘and lamented | the Tinta iffue 
“to whichothings: wereyhaftening. He knew 
S that the:fword of civil ideftru@tion, once drawn, 
is not eafily fheathed ; that men having their! 
minds inflamed and the weapons of defence in 
: a et know the juft” point: where 
to" ftop, ‘even when they' have it in’ their power 3)» 
and often’ proceed to actions,’ the bare:contém— — 
plation-of sesertgss would at pier have Sou 
them. t ES 
efi ov rani eh 
etraoumabiatr. his ie athe: to Soften th: 
énflamed violent humors}! withing that» America, 
in ee actions, might) ftand juftitied j inthe fig 
od ‘andthe World. .He forefaw thei hor 
tid train of evils which>would. be Iétoloofe by: 
the ‘ftroke which ’ fhould! ‘fever the ancient: bond! 
of union’ between  Great-Britain ‘and)ous.) > It 
was therefore: his with that \fuch ‘a {tyoke fhould’ 
never. proceed’ firft from: the! sg ofoAmerica. is 
Nordid' it fo proceed. LC alqucg bis: 3 oievigod 
93: et: 
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Tne ale eeechsmedh outs be ier cbd emor “ 
shetiaiterciis act of men: confpiring! againft the . 
fupreme powers); ‘nor directed by! the councils of 
~ any public body 1 in America; but rofe immedi- 
~ ately out of the cafe, ae was s dictated by felf-pre- 
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fer'vation;, the firft great law of Nature as well as 
Society. If there was any premeditated {cheme 
here;-it was premeditated. by thofe who created, 
the dreadful neceflity, either of refffance-or ruin. 
For could it be expected that any people, , poflef- 
fing the leaft remains of virtue and liberty, would 
tamely fubmit to deftruction and ravage---to be 
difarmed a8 flaves 5. ftripped of their property and 
__._ Ieftratiaked preys ven! to onthe, pee nt turrdund= 
~e ing davages: Ho nag 


Was this an experiment worthy of Great-Bri- 
tain? Where was the wifdom of her counfellors ? 
Had their juftice, their moderation quite torfaken 
hem ? - Could they poflibly expect obedience in 
ich a cafe as this ? Would they themfelves, in.a 
in ilar cafe, even under a competent legiflative au- 
thority, fubmit to laws which would deftroy the 
: reat ~end of all laws, Self-Prefervation ? Human 

ature fays, No. The)Genius of the Englith 
conftitution fays, No. ‘The nation itfelf hath 
heretofore: faid, No; anda great oracle + of its 
laws hasogiven his fanétion to the verdit—* In 
“ cafes of national oppreflion, fays he, the nation 
** hath very jufiifiably rifen as one man, to vindi- 
«« cate the original contract, fubfifting between 
‘«* the King and people.” And—** If the fove- 
** reign power threaten defolation to a {tate, 

¢ mankind will not be reafoned out of the feel- — 
«* ings of humanity, nor facrifice liberty to a 
*« fcrupulous adherence’to political maxims.” 


aft 
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Ir the cafe of America does not come within 
Bie! oars defcription, there feems to be no equity 
‘earth ; and whatever is exacted by force | 
aft be yielded through fear. But if juttice be — 
ot more than a name, it is furely. a fole- 
“ litics to fay, ‘that one part of, a free 
Raetéy Safight to command that which the 
other ‘ cannot edey without being flaves, nor 
“« reff? without being -rebe/ss” Yet td. fuch a 
fad dilemma does the sparliamentary claim of a 
“*-right to bind us in all éafes-whatfoever,” reduce 


America ; involving in it atotal furrender.of our 


liberties; juperfeding the ufe of our own: legifla+ 
tures; marking us with {uch a:badge of fervitude 
as no freemen can confent»to wear ; and fubject- 
ing us to butdens laid by thofe who are-not only 
unacquainted with our circum{tances, and: bear no 
partof the weight, but eafethemfelvesin proporti- 
‘on as they load’us. If this be Jaw, if it be eguity, 
ithas no¢éxample among any other people, poflefling 
the leat glimmerings of virtue or native freedom. 


SBern although: this claim be fo repu nant to 
ene idea of natural as well as legal juftice,: that 
the guilt of blood which it sriay.-occafion’can be 
chargeable only onthofe who attemptto-enforceit ; 

et I am well aflured that when compelied at lat 
byhard necefiity, either to. ‘avert the dagger pointed 
‘at our breaft or crouch to unconditional fervitude, 
our “onl S-heart bled forthe dreadful alter native. 


" =cFtTs Spinciphes of loyalty : to. bis itera 
seam he had long ferved, and whofe true glor: 
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_ confifts:in healing: thofe: ftreaming wounds} ire- 


mained firm and unfhaken..: Love to our brés 
thren- whom we mutt oppofe; the interchange of 
good offices,’ which’ had fo intimately knit the 
bonds of ‘friendthip. between them and tis; the 
memory’ of thofe better days in which we fought 
and triumphed together; the vaft fabric of mu- 
‘tual happinefs raifed by our union, and ready to 
be diffolved by our-diffentions ; ‘the annihilation 
of thofe numerous plans of improvement in 
which we were engaged for the glory of the em- 


“y -pire—all thefe confiderations confpired to render 


“this conteft peculiarly abhorrent to him and every 


virtuous American,iand*could have been out- 
eighed by nothing earthly, but the unquench~ 
able love of liberty, and that facred “duty which 
we owe to. ourfelvesand our pofterity. 5 Focus 


i ‘Henee;.as apes from his papers, even in the 
Ragga ae oe fuccefs, -he moft ‘ardently joined 
his w y friend, + General Schuyler’ in praying 
that ** Heaven may {peedily re-unite us in every 
** bond ofvaffeftion: arid intereft 30 and that'the 
«* (Britifh empire ‘may again become the envy and 
‘* admiration ofthe univerfe, and! flourith” till 
the confummation ‘of éarthly thinghic 2fupiaed5 


"P'Hts; part’,of | shis.charaéter, -I dwell upon 
with: particular fatisfaction ; and indeed had 
he. evidenced {a contrary ‘fentiment, or, gone 
forth in the rage of conguef? inftead of the {pirit 


"of reconciliation: ; not-all his other virtues, ! nor 


yet the refpet-which I owe tothe-appointment 
ew rag wherewith 
t Is his letter of Noy. Sth. 
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: wherewith am now honored, couldhave induc- 


ed:mesto.appear in this place, orthis occafion, 


ein Fi 5.8 Me str aS a 
_ Gop. forbid ,that any of the profeflion. to 
which I belong, fhould ever forget their peculi- 
ar charaéter, . exercife a turbulent {pirit, .or 
proftizute their voice to enflame men’s minds to 
the purpofés of wild.ambition, or mutual de- 
ftruétion. ‘ Lam happy. in knowing that no- 
thing..of this kind’ is wifhed from me; nay 
that,the delegated voice of the continent, as 
well as of this particular province, | fupports me 
in praying. for a.reforation | ‘¢ of the. former. 
*¢ harmony between Great-Britain and thefe 
<< Colonies upon fo firm a:bafis as to perpetu= 
$ ate its bleflings,, uminterupted by any future 
“© diffenfions,|to fucceeding generations in both 


S* countries *” ta 
Bonet bas .4t eqaai%g 9 oo) INDEED 
_ * The above paragraph; having been either mifreprefented or 
mifunderitood by fome, the author does not think himéfelf at li- 
berty' to make the Jeaft alteration in it, even if he judged any to 
be neceflary::: The quotation from the lait petition -of Congreft, 
aswell as the reference made to the infiru@ions of our Affembly, 
both point to a. paft period ; and the author cannot be conii- 
dered, from thence, as taking upon him'to make the lealt decla- 
ration concerning the prefent fentiments of either of thefe bodies; 
nor is therea word which can preclude the taking into the terms 
of accommodation, fo far as may be thought reafonable; the redrefs 
of whatever grievances ‘or lofies we'may have fultdined, fince that 
period. Upon the whole,.itis~prefumed, thata fingle fentiment 
isnot to be found in the Oration, which is not fully confonant to 
every declaration of Congre/s which has yet appeared. . And toim- 
pute to ther) or even fufpet, the leaft change of fentiment, be- 
foreithey'themfelves have declared its would not only be sdeceat 
but very injuricusito our caufe. The,author. is alfo contiftent with 
himfelf, and if the fame doétrines which, he has been told, were well 
“yeceived in his late publication, fhould now be difagreeable to any, the 
Fault is not his. But he will givethe reader no further trouble on this ; 
topic, unlefs his own defence fhould in future render it neceflary. © 7 


‘ 
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INDEED this matter refts in /afe ‘hands, and 
is clear-initfelf, If redrefs of sgrievances, ef> | 
ential liberty, and fecurity againft future op- 
preflion can be obtained, agreeable to our own 
defires ; then, neither confiftency, dignity, or 
a regard to our illuftrious Britifh Friends, who 
have defended our cafe, pledged: themfelves 
for our fincerity, and hope by our aid to reftore 
and perpetuate the glorylof the whole empire, 
can fuffer us'to-hefitate To fay, let’them look 
to their own fafety, and we will look to ‘ours, 
would be unworthy of the “liberal foul of ‘any 
American, traly animated in‘our prefent caufe, 
and with the‘love of aniverfal'liberty, (0 
~ Bur fuppofe thefe: terms: catinot ‘be ob= 
‘ee > Why-then) there will’be no need of 
urther arguments, much lefs of aggravations. 
Yimid as my heart pases is, and _ill-tuned 
as my ear may be to the din of arms and the 
clangor of the trumpet ; ~ yet,. in that, cafe, 
founds which area thoufand times more harth 
—“* even the croaking of frogs in the unculti- 
vated fen,”.or the howling of wild beafts on 
the mountain top; where Liberty dwells, would 
be “preferable to the nightingale’s ‘fong” in 
vales of flavery, or the melting notes of. CorEL- 
LI in cities clanking their chains t U 


Ir this be a digreffion, pardon it as the. laft, 
and due to my own —, and confiftency. 
I now hafteni to attend our’ hero through the re- 
mainder of his career—fhort indeed! but ¢roud- 
. T .2id ron # lege 
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a io ee 
ed withofcenes of virtuous activity, which swould> 
Pave digobied the leagelt ie, = age eet Se 


Seo eres Aa fopuptays § wa bee 
te Canada expeditionis one of thofe meafures,. 
ch the enemies of American peace having firft 

endered neceflary, will now ftrive to mifconftrue 
into Aoflility and ofence. But when_ authentic 
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for fruftrating the barbarous attempt. = 
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and claim its bleflings.as their own. 
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Tuts was a work, in all its parts, fuited'to the 
genius ofa MonTGomMERY. © Fo had a headiand 
ee RES t “heart 
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- Bur ftill, with afew new-raifed men, of dif- 
ferent colonies, and perhaps different ‘tempers ; 
ill fupplied with arms and ammunition’; worfe 
difciplined; unaccuftomed to look cannon ‘in the 
face ; to make orto mount a breach==in’ fach 
circumitances, I fay, and in the fhort {pace of 
an autumnal and winter campaign, in rigorous 
northern -clignes, to atchieve a ‘work which 
coft Great-Britain and the coloniés the labor of 
feveral campaigns, and what was ‘a facrifice of 
infinitely more value—the life of the immortal 


Fi “Worre—this certainly required’ a'desree of 
Fg magnanimity beyond the‘ordinary reach, and 
Re the exertion of the’ higheft abilities of every 
: kind, it Ge 


THE command and conduct of an army, 

_ were but {mall parts of this undertaking. The 
Indians were to be treated with, reftrained and 
keptin temper. “The Canadians weré likewife 
to be managed, proteed and ‘fapported : 
And even his own army in fome degree to be 
formed, 


t 


3 a. 
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“marches, incampments, dangers, fatigues and 
the frequent want of neceflaries. 


: foul; leading him to condefcend to all capaci- 
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formed, difciplined, animated, accuftomed to 


* Camps, ofall worldly fcenes, often exhibit 


_ the greateft piGtures of diftrefs. The fick and 


the wounded—the dying and the dead—as well 
as the wants and fufferings of the living—all 
thefe call forth the moft tender feelings, and 
require of a General that, to the courage of a 
foldier, he fhould unite the utmoft benevolence 
of a man ! 


Our General poffeffed thefe united qualities _ ; 


in their higheft luftre ; of which there are nu-~ 
merous teftimonies not only from his own ar= 


my, but from the prifoners, Englifh as well as 


Canadians, now amongit us. 


WHEN his men laboured under fatigue, 
wanted bread and other neceffaries, had 
their beds tomake in fnow or deep moraffes, 


- they were afhamed to complain, finding that 


he was willing to fhare in the execution of 
whatever he commanded. And the exam- 
ple which he thus fet to others, did more toin- 
{pire patience, obedience, love of order _ 
difcipline, than the moft rigid exercife of pow= 
er could have done. The influence of this ex 
ample was ftill ftronger, as it did not appear to 
be the effect of conftraint or political neceflity 
but the amiable expreflion of a fympathizing — 


E ties 3 
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ties; exact in his own duties, and great even 


in common things. His letters, confidential 
as well as official, are a full proof of this. 


‘<¢ Our incampment is fo {wampy, I feel, fays 
“¢ he, exceedingly for the troops; and provifions 
‘© {o fearce, it will require not only difpatch, 
5 * but good fortune, to keep us from diftrefs— 
“ “* Should things not go well, I tremble for the 
. ‘* faté of the poor Canadians, who have ventu- 
% * red fo much, What fhall I do with them, 
§ * © fhould I be obliged to evacuate this country ?, 
: — * Jhaveaflured them that the United Colonies 
~ will as foon give up Maffachufetts to refent- 
‘ment as them.”— 


ipa > 


~ 'Tuese fentiments were worthy of a heroic 

foul, and of the faith he had pledged to thole 

people. Nor is he'lefs to be venerated for his 

i tender regard towards his own army—Inftead 

of making a merit of his difficulties (which 

were indeed more than ought to be mentioned 

in this place) he often feeks to conceal them ; 

afcribing any little faults or tardinefs, in his 

young troops, to their want of experience in form- 

in@; to their hard duty, the conftant fucceflion 

of bad weather and the like—ftill encouraging 

them to nobler efforts in future. “And if any 

Mpatience of difcipline appeared, he nobly 

ittributes itto ‘* that fpirit of freedom, which 

men accuftomed to think for themfelves, 
» * will even bring into camps with them,” 


His” 


tw 
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Eis own fuperior military knowledge he has 
; Been known to facrifice to the general voice, 
rather than interupt that union on which fuc- 
cefs depended ; and when a meafure was once 
_refolved upon by the majority,. however much 
contrary to his own advice and judgment, he 
magnanimoutly fupported it with his utmoft 
vigor; difdaining that work of low ambition, 
which will ftrive to defeat-in the execution what 
it could not direct in planning. 


His padSeecandet and conduct in  gainin 
poffeffion of St. John’s and Montreal, have” 


not be mentioned in. this place. His abiliti 
in hegocisition ; the precifion with which t 


exprefied ; the generous applaufe he gives. 
only toevery worthy effort of his own _—_ 
but to the Commanding Officer and garrifon 
of St. John’s; his noble declaration to the. in- 
habitants of Montreal, ‘* that the Conti Ta 
“* Armies defpife every act of opprefl 

‘“ olence, being come for the expre/ + purpose of 
°° siving liberty and fecurity” ’*—all thefe, T fa fay, 
did honor to himfelf, and to that delegated bo- 
dy, under whofe authority he acted. 


= 

Leavine him, therefore for a while 

too fhort a while—to enjoy the nobleft of all tri 
umphs, the applaufe of his country, and the» 

con{cious teftimony of his own heart, let us- 
enquire after another band of brave and hardy 
men 


— 
_ shag ee, ae 

men, who are {temming rapid rivers, afcend- 
ing pathlefs mountains, traverfing unpeopled 
 deferts, and haftening through deep morafles 


_and gloomy woods to meet him in fcenes. of an- 
other iffue— 


Deferts in vain 
Oppos’d their courfe, and deep rapacious floods, 

And mountains ia whofe jaws deftru@ion grin’d, 
Hunger and toil—Armenian fnows and ftorms ! 
Greece in their view and glory yet untouch’d, 

They held their fearlefs way———Oh ! Rrength of mind 
Almoft almighty in fevere extremes ! * 


* é 

____ Tuts praife was paid to rRN THOUSAND 

ERoEs, fuftaining every danger, ina retreat 
r own country, and is certainly due, fo far 
sroifm is concerned, to lef§ than a tenth part 
f the number, marching through equal diffi- 
ulties againft the capital of a ho/file country, 
‘Even the march of Hannipar over the 
Alps, fo much celebrated in hiftory, (allowing 
for the difparity of numbers) has nothing in it 
of fuperior merit, to the march of AkNoLp ; 
and im mary circumftances there is a moft 


{triking fimilitude, 
a 


Tue former had to encounter the rapid 
Rhone ; the latter, the more rapid Kennebeck, 
fo’ an immenfe length of country, The for- 

; ad when he came to quit the river, found 
his further paflage barr’d by mountains, rear- 
ing their fnowy crefts to the fky, rugged, wild, 


uncul- 
* Thomfon. 


| baa oat 
uncultivated. This was alfo the cafe with the 
latter, whofe troops, carrying their boats and 
baggage, were obliged to crofs and recrofs the 
fame mountains fundry times. At the foot 5 
of the mountains, the former was deferted by © 
three thoufand of his army, defponding at 
the length of the way, and terrified at the hi- 
deous view of thofe ftupendous heights, which ~ 
they confidered as impailable—in like ciream: 
ftances, about’a third part of the army of 
latter, deferted fhall 1 fay, or ufe the mot 
courteous language—“ returned home.*” T 
march of the former was about twelve 
dred miles in five months. The Virgil 
Pennfylvania rifle-companies, belongin 
latter, including their firft march fro: 
own habitations to Cambridge, and tl 
Quebec, marched near the fame dift 
about three months. ae 


an enquiry had been made into the reafons of the. 
and that the Commanding Officer has been acquit 
ry general cenfure had been paffed upon him 
it was judged much more honorable for 

of his acquitment, than to fupprefs 1 ve Pp 
tranfactions will be fully fcrutinized | : 


was not equal to the undertaking. Indeed Livy tells us that the 
of the Alps, “ their fnow-clad tops almoft penetrating Heaven, 
“ rude eottages built on récks, fhecp and oxen pinched with ¢ 
« the menfavage and wearing long beards, every thing both anim: 
* and inanimate ftiff with froft””—firuck even the remainder of his — 
army with a temporary panic. It is not clear what vufe Hannibal 
made of his boats after crofing the Rhone, whether-to carry his - 
baggage, as he afcended along its banks, or not. eS 


on 


Brsrpes thefe rifle- companies, Arnold’scorps 
4 ae fted of about five hundred New-England 
_ troops, who fuftained all the fatigues of the 

worlt part of the march’ by land and water, 
~ with the utmoft fortitude. And’General MonT- 
_ GOMERY, ever ready to do juftice to mcrit, 
_ having joined them before QEUBEC, Bives their 
commander and them this charter 


“Turvy are an 1 exceeding fine body of men, 
inure to fatigue, with a ftyle of difcipline 
them much fuperior to what I have 
ed to fee thi campaign—He binefelf 
telligent, and eater prizing.” 


r ae feemed emulous of his otbeg 
mated with a kindred {pirit. The 
£ his army prefied difpatch! fhows 
ts only guickened his motions. He 
one’ fuccefsful ftroke, before the 
arrival of fuccours to the garrifon, to Com- 
pleat his -plan,. and fave the ‘future; cffnfion 


felf, that his’ fuccefs, af f{peedy, might have 
fome influence upon Parliament, in haftening 
] iliation. He underitood that maxim of 


on, Phien theres is but asmoment ee veen 
a bad fituation and a worle”—This -fenti- 
ment he expreffes in his laft letter with a fpirit 
_ of modefty,. and a fenfe of duty, as well as the 
¥- : “dan ger 


of much ‘blood. He further flattered him-. 
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danger attending it, which ought to be forever 
recorded to his glory. —<I fhall be forry to be 
‘ reduced to this mode of attack; becaufe 1 
*¢ know the melancholy confequences. But the 
a approaching feyerity of the feafon, the weak- > 
* nefs of the garrifon, together with the na- 
** ture of the works, point it out too flrong to 
** be pafled by. Fortune often baffles the moft 
*‘ fanguine expectations of poor mortals—I 
‘¢ am not intoxicated with the favors I have re 
“¢ ceived at her hands—But I think ore is | 
- fair profpect of fuccefs.” ag . 


Poor mortals indeed, if nothing” was t 
main of them after death ; for while h 
courting this fuccefs, and glorioufly le 
his troops in the front of danger, © 
the fatal ftroke, which in an inftan 
his great fpirit, to follow and join th 
tal {pirit of Wort! 


O rou fwift winged meffenger © * deftr 
on, how didft thou triumph i in that m 
the ftroke that fever’d Montge 
army, deprived them of more Su, 
It reached the vitals, and ftru the whole body _ 
with a temporary death. ~ As when t the fo 
lightning, darting thro’ the foreft, < mic are : 
black tempefts of night, rends fome Siwer ng 

oak, and lays its honors in the duit, ‘the inferio 
trees which it had long fheltered from the ftorn 


ftand mournful around, fo ftood the aftonithed 
bands over their fallen Chieftain !—nor over 
him ~ 
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= + John Dickinfon, Efquire, 


~~ him alone; but over others, in their prime of 


20, ] 


glory, proftrate by his fide ! 


Here, ye Pennfylvanian youths, fecond to 
none in virtue, let a portion of your tears be 
facred to the wanes of MacPpHERSON! You re- 
member his generous fpirit in his early years, 
tor he drank of the fame fprings of {cience with 
‘many of you now before me; and we who 
reached the cup to your lip, rejoice that it con- 


tributed to invigorate both him and you into 


‘wifdom and public {pirit. Having finifhed his 
Mcolaftic * education, he ftudied the laws of his 
‘country, under a lawyer and patriot} of diftin- 
-$urfhed name; and animated by his example, as 
-wellasprecepts, had become eminentinhis pro- 
feffion, at an age when fome have fearce begun 
to think of bufinefs. The love of liberty being 
his ruling paflion, he thought it his duty in 
the prefent {truggle, to offer himfelf to the fer- 
vice of his country, and he had foon an oppor- 
tunity of attaining that military pre-eminence, 
of which he was laudably ambitious. 
ENJOYING 


«st. , 
Lee 
* He was educated partly at the'college of Philadelphia, and 

partly at that of New-Jerfey. A few days before his death, he 

vifited the very fpot on which Gineral Woxre expired ; and the 
refleétions in his letter on this occafion, as well as in that which 
he left fealed up, for his father, in cafe of his death in the at- 

ck upon Quebec, were fuch as became a chyi/tian and a foldier. 

‘He bequeathed what little fortune he had accumulated, to his 
‘ only brother, an officer in the regular army. — As a reward fer 

his fervices, he was appointed by the Congrefs, a Major in a 

battalion to be raifed in the Delaware counties, but-had received 


no account of this promotion, 


ENyjoyiNe a hered 
well Sg ie unde! 
{pirit, 


e foon became. the bofom friend of 
General Montgomery, was*his Aid» de camp, 
-was entrufted with a fhare in ‘the management 
of his moft important negociations, ftood by his 
fide in the attack upon Quebec, and being, as 
it were, animated by one common ‘foul, a aR 
dear to each other in life—in death, they were 
not a moment divided ! ott hae 
4 a } - 
Here likawife fell Captain CuEEsMAN, of ~ 
the New-York forces, covered with honor, and 
lamented by all who knew him, as an active 
and gallant officer. His particular merits, as 
well as the merits of fome others; who'fhared 
his fate, ought to be more fully commem 
on this occafion, if proper accounts 
could be collected. 3 2IMETE PES 


I must not, however, omit the name of the 
brave Captain Henpricks, who commanded — 
one of the Pennfylvania rifle-companies, and 
was known to me from his infancy. -He was 
indeed prodigal of his life, and courted danger’ 
out of his tour of duty. The command of 
the guard belonged to him, -on the morn- 
ing of the attack ; but he folicited and obtain= © 
ed leave to take a more confpicuous poft; and — 
having led his men through the barrier, ee ; 
his commanding officer, General ARNOLD, was" 
wounded, he long fuftained the fire of the garri- 
. a for 


Ax 


a me 
fon with unthaken firmnefs, till atlaft, receiving 
a fhot in his breaft, he immediately expired. * 


SucH examples of magnanimity filled even 
edverfaries with veneration and efteem, Fore 
getting the foes in the heroes, they gathered 
up their breathlefS remains, and committed 
them to kindred duft, with pious hands 
-“* and funeral honors meet.”—So may your 
own remains, and -particularly thine, O 
Carton, be honored, fhould it ever be your 
> fate to fall in hoftile fields! Or if, amid the va- 
=a Cae” L ’ 
~ Tious chances of war, your lot fhould be among 
the prifoners and the wounded, may you be 
_ diftinguifhed with an ample return of that be- 
snevolence which you have fhewn to. others. 
’ Such offices of humanity, foftening the favage 
{cenes of war, will entitle you to an honor 
which all the pride of congueit cannot beftow—- 
much lefs a conqueft over fellow-fubjets, con- 
tending for the common rights of freemen, 


By fuch offices as thefe, you likewife give a 


gleam of comfort to thofe mourners, who mix 

; their 
* Thefe particulars were certified by General Thempfin ond 2 
~ Colonel Magaw, his commanders in the Pennfylvania rifle-regi- 
ment, and th y give me this further. chara@er of him in their 
~ Tetter, viz, ** No fatigues or duty ever difcouraged him—He 
oo paid the frideft attention to his company, and was ambitious 

« that they {hould excel in difcipline, fobriety and’ order. His 
* focial and domeftic virtues you were well acquainted with,’ 


‘of glory you have entwin’d, to adorn the brows 
-of thofe who die for their country ; and hover- 


i, oe ee 
their tears with ours + Schuylkill and Sufque- 
hannah ; and to her ¢ efpecially, on Hudfon’s 
river, preheminent in woe! Angels and mi- 
nifters of grace, compleat’ her confolations ! 
Tell her, in gentleft accents, what wreaths 


ing for a while, on the wing of pity, hi{ten to 
her mournful ftrain— ; 


* Sweet ivy, twin’d with myrtle, form a fhade “ 
Around the tomb where brave Montgomery’s Jaid | 
Beneath your boughs, fhut from the beams of day, 
My ceafelefs tears fhall bathe the warrior’s clay ; 
And injur’d ** Freedom thall a while repait 

To dwell, with me, a weeping hermit there,” 


Ha vince now paid the honours due to thes"! 
memories of our departed friends, what need f 3 
add more? Illuftrious, although, fhort, * fas 
their racef ** But old age is not that Wnich 
{tandeth in Jength of time, nor js meafutgd by 
number of yeart—wifdom 1s the grey hair to 
man, and an unfpotted life is old age.” id 


To} 


+ The rivers on which the parents of Major Macpherfon and 
Captain Hendricks live. “ ms 
{ Mrs. Montgomery. ; m - 
* The original Jines, for which thefe were fubftituted andg. 4 
formed to mulic, are well known, viz. 
~~». Wind gentle Ever-green to form a fhade, : so 
«« Around the Tomb where Sophocles ts laid, &c, { 


Bart of the twe. laff lines is from aa Ode of Co, Zins, 
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Tp fach men, Rome in all her glo 


to ‘tranfinit the memory of their virtues, is ae x 
thy of that"magnanimity which ought to has 
- racterize public bodies. Jealous and arbitrary’ — 
__ -mulers are fparing « of honors to thofe whd ferve 
_ them, pte their own fhould be thus eclipfed. . 
at your luftre. Gentlemen, rican fuffer no. te 
nu sa you jut 
bef ow apon others, esi be vee 4 
encreafe - your.own! : 


